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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service a 317 West 4th Street 


a 
Vol. XXII November 15, 1954 No. 22 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


Most of the material in the issues of November 1st and 15th falls into the 
Johnny Come Lately class- published, or about to be published. This issue winds up 
the Fall coverage; a final checklist will appear in the December ist issue. 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Earle, Vana Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE BUSY MAN AND THE NIGHTTIME NOISES Board; $2.00 


For the very young who liked The Busy Man (1951- P. 432) - here he is again, 
a nice but inconsequential day behind him, and nighttime ahead. To a symphony of 
noises around the house, of owls and squirrels and train whistles outside, he settles 
down with a lighted fire, a game of checkers, and ultimately a cosy bed. Perhaps this 
is aiming for the Noisy Book market - and the author's colored pictures successfully 
convey many of the sounds- but somehow it doesn't come off with quite the same direct 
impact. Paper over board binding, and rather feeble stitching. (Publ. IC: 54-7885) 


Marguerite, Sister Mary Wilcox & Follett 
MARTIN'S MICE Cloth; $2.00 


Rafaello Busoni's illustrations may help to rescue the old legend of the 
saintly Dominican monk and how he met the challenge of danger to his beloved mice. But 
for children other than Catholic the details of the scenes inside the monastery in far 
off Peru.will seem so unfamiliar as to be incomprehensible. The slender thread of the 
threat to the brothers in the monastery with the influx of mice, of Brother Martin's 
talking to the mice as they approached the traps, and of how they gathered all their 
kith and kin and left the monastery, seems to suggest a denominational re-viewing of 
the classic Pied Piper, which is not very successful. (LC: 54-10096) (Publ. ) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Brown, Margaret Wise Crowell 
THE LITTLE FIR TREE Cloth; $2.00 


With pictures in line and two colors by Barbara Cooney, and a text by Mar- 
garet Wise Brown, a different sort of Christmas tree story is told. It is a very 
slight story, with a rhythmic repeat pattern, following the seasons' round. A little 
boy is lame and ill, and each December his father digs up a little tree from a meadow 
where it feels forlornly alone, plants it in a tub, and takes it for the Christmas 
season and the months following, to his boy's bedside. And in the Spring he takes 
the tree back to its meadow, to grow a little bigger. Then one year he doesn't come 
for the tree, and just as Winter without Christmas seems desolate, the little boy, 
grown strong and well, comes with his friends to the tree. A new story to read 
aloud- and one the little folks will enjoy. (Publ.) 


McNeer, May & Ward, Lynd Houghton, Mifflin 
LITTLE BAPTISTE Cloth; $2.00 


A big adventure for a little boy in French Canada has a folk quality to the 
story and a boisterous gaiety to the pictures that make the fantasy-and the moral it 
illustrates- quite convincing. For when a circus train is wrecked near their failing 
farm Little Baptiste and his parents learn from their experience with the animals that 
music helps one work far better. A pleasant book, by the familiar author artist team. 
Weak stitching. (Publ. IC: 54-9042) 
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Vanguard 


Slobodkin, Louis 
THE HORSE WITH THE HIGH-HEELED SHOES Cloth; $2.50 : 

























By going to extremes, this whimsy offers some good advice- though perhaps it 
could have been more profitably presented fifty years ago than today. Elizabeth, is a 
fancy horse who wears high heels to enhance femininity and she is ridden sidesaddle by 
prissy Miss Crumpet. On a rainy day they meet with md and must be towed in by Col. 
Blodgett and his horse- who tell them to discard the shoes and wear pants- which they 
do- respectively. Prim pictures by the author have a prancy balance. Firm stitching. 
(Publ. LC: 54-11527) 

EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Lamorisse, Albert & Dutton 
DeDaunant, D. C. WHITE MANE $2.75 


This was originally reported on p. 531 of the August 15th bulletin after having 
seen galleys alone. Now with a final copy of the book at hand here is our revised com- 
ment- with opinion lowered even further..."This is the story taken from the film "White 
Mane" illustrated with 43 superb photographs. The leader of a herd of wild horses, living 
on a spit of land off the southern coast of France, is sought by the horse herders. Cap- 
tured, he escapes. He antagonizes the crude leader of the herders who promises him to 
Folco, a fisherboy. And Folco captures him, gentles him- and, when he knows the men mean 
him harm, chooses to plunge into the Rhone with him rather than risk capture. The text 
is really bad, amateurish and awkward; the pictures make the book. (Publ. LC:54-11698) 


Whiteley, Mary Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
WAIT TILL SEPTEMBER $2.50 


Eleven and twelve year old summertime adventures in Ontario's Muskoka country 
have a serious lightheartedness to them as the friendship between shy Brenda and forth- 
right Shelley ripens to their mutual benefit. Up for a visit with her young aunt and 
uncle who run a small lake resort, introspective Brenda is hard put to let herself enjoy 
life and people as she wishes she could. Help from her elders alternately brings en- 
couragement and chagrin. Then Brenda takes seriously to boating to overcome physical 
fear and gets a further fresh insight to life through the eyes of orphaned Shelley who 
comes to stay with them. The girls doings' exploit their surroundings to advantage and 
despite the tendency of an episodic narrative to proffer a wee bit too much advice about 
emotional stability- the story has vigour and a charm to a climax that sees Shelley 
adopted by Brenda's parents. Awkward drawings by Sylvia Saks. (Publ. LC: 53-6746) 





Reeves, James Oxford Myths & Legends- Oxford 
ENGLISH FABLES AND FAIRY STORIES $3.00 


For the first volume in a projected new series presents a collection of familiar 
stories very companionably retold by a British poet and critic. Among the nineteen selec- 
tions are the standbys- The Story of Tom Thumb, Jack and the Beanstalk, Dick Whittington 
and his Cat etc., and the friendly, full length interpretations set the pattern for the 
whole book. Good reading; good story hour material decorated with fanciful two-tones by 
Joan Kiddell-Monroe. Future titles will include collections of Scottish, Irish and 
Welsh folk-tales. (11/28) 

















EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 
Educational Funbooks Hart 


Publ. Paper Board- ea. $1.25 ro 












ANIMAL FUNBOOK- A collection of material to keep a convalescent child (8-11) 
entertained, to use in travelling, to bring out on rainy days. Cutouts, coloring pages, 
quizzes of fairly simple nature, paper games, riddles, crossword puzzles, true and false 
question tests, and some factual pieces about animals. Everything included ties in with 
animals in some way or another. 
















November 15, 1954 Eight to Eleven- Non-fiction- continued -753- 


NATURE FUNBOOK- A step up in age appeal, but the sum and substance is along 
the same lines, with the broader range that the title indicates. 


GEOGRAPHY FUNBOOK- This demands about two years geography background,. and 
with that should intrigue any children to whom geography is appealing. Whether those 
who are allergic to it would find their resistance overcome is a matter of trial. 


AMERICAN HISTORY FUNBOOK- Sixth grade and up for this. Like the preceding 
book, some factual knowledge is prerequisite for the puzzles, the games, the quizzes, 
and so on. Content. material, too, is more advanced. 


SCIENCE FUNBOOK- Personalities, tests of factual knowledge, experiments 
(fairly simple ones), a wide range of sciences characterize this oldest of the set. 
I'd put it at sixth and up, with the emphasis on children to whom science is fun. 


Morton, Alice D. Hart 
TEACH ME TO COOK $2.00 


This is so nearly a successful first cooking book that it seems captious to 
take issue with its shortcomings. On the plus side- the book has good eye appeal. 
Squarish, not too bulky to lie flat, hard board covers (a bit perishable), with illus- 
trations identifying necessary equipment and ingredients on one side and recipe oppo- 
site. The introductory sections on Things to do before Cooking are good, particularly 
the close linking of pictures and definitions, and some of the basic instructions. 
Unfortunately, one encounters in the recipes some terms never adequately explained, 
some statements which will raise questions that should be answered when the terms are 
first used. Why never let milk boil? Why sift flour before measuring? Why break each 
egg separately? (This is explained later, but not when first done). And "separating 
eggs" is never explained. Perhaps because recipes have been chosen where the whole 
egg can be used. On the minus side too, I must take issue with tea made as Miss 
Morton says, with meat loaf using only one kind of meat, with ignoring the use of to- 
day's accepted shortcuts (mixes, gelatin puddings, etc.) And finally, there's an air 








of finality as if these recipes were the accepted way- and not simply first steps. (Publ. ) 


First Books | Franklin Watts 
$1.75 


* Dickinson, Alice - THE FIRST BOOK OF PREHISTORIC ANIMAIS- An extraordinary 
amount of information is packed into the pages of this new First Book, and the high 
standard set by this series is once more sustained. The approach is very direct; the 
child's initial interest is assumed (witness the crowds that visit the displays of 
fossil reptiles and amphibians in natural history museums); and the immensities of 
time spans as animals evolved over millions of years is dramatized by not only an 
illuminating text but by the exquisitely decorative and accurately informative draw- 
ings by Helene Carter. Use this as a step to Carroll Fenton and Herbert Zim in an 
increasingly popular field of interest. (Late Nov. LC: 54-9821) 


Judson, Clara Ingram Wilcox & Follett 
ANDREW JACKSON $3.50 


Andrew Jackson's life is skillfully retold for this age group by Clara Ingram 
Judson. The latest in her list of biographies of American statesmen, the sympathetic 
and understanding narrative begins with Jackson as young Andy, a boy of the Waxhaws and 
in steady, friendly on-the-scene passages recounts his boyhood through the Revolution- 
ary War and the spent inheritance in Charleston. Later Nashville days brought the start 
of his career as a public servant and as Jackson is portrayed against the backdrop of 
his young country, there emerges the charm of his personality- fiery, affectionate, 
rock-willed; the poignant tragedy of his. marriage to Rachel Robards; the steadfastness 
with which he served as senator, soldier, and president. In simple dimensions, this 
is distinguished young biography that preserves our ideals to advantage. Pencil draw- 
ings by Lorence F. Bjorklund are detailed and realistic. (Publ. LC: 54-10101) 
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Bothwell, Jean Vanguard 
FLAME IN THE SKY $2.75 " 


The story of young Jotham, soldier in Ahab's court at the time of the Syrian 
wars and the religious controversy between Jezebel and the prophet Elijah shows careful 
research and depth of characterization. Though it is a departure from many of the author's 
other fine stories of young people in India and America, it exhibits the spiritual intro- 
spection typical of her writing. At thirteen, Jotham is given the opportunity to go as 
an apprentice to Ahab's court. He is aware of elements swaying Israel at the time, but 
his youth prevents too serious a pondering of Jezebel's dominance, of the heathen worship 
of Baal that threatens to snuff out the Jewish religion, of Elijah's and the other pro- 
phets' denunciations and of Ahab's inner conflict. Through time Jotham becomes an 
officer of the king, but his acquaintances and his family background lead him to Elijah 
as welland his strengthening convictions see him instrumental in aiding Elijah's work. 

A strength to the telling makes Jotham's story a sensitive focus for a dramatic biblical 
episode. Fine supplementary reading. (Publ. LC: 54-11526) 


Trease, Geoffrey Vanguard 
: THE SILKEN SECRET $2.75 


English period adventure, exciting and well-paced, in line with its predecessors, 
Web of Traitors and Cue for Treason But this time Mr. Trease has used the background of 
England and the Industrial Revolution, which introduces new elements, as he pinpoints the 
rise to fortune of penniless, orphaned Dick Arlington and his discovery of the plot against 
England's first silk mill. Following boarding school, Dick finds employment with an Irish 
doctor who turns out to be a quack. Shocked when he learns this, Dick is then taken on 
by a newspaperman involved in the expose, and as a printer's boy, he meets Mr. Mount, a 
financier interested in starting a silk mill. Mr. Mount's projects are blocked by some 
Italians from whom he had learned the silk-throwing secret, but a showdown in the country 
brings them to justice and his plans come through to fruition. Social history in read- 
able incident. (Publ. LC: 54-11525) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 





Bullough, William & Helena Crowell 
INTRODUCING ANIMALS Cloth; $2.50 


This book is so good that it is unfortunate its format is so forbidding that 
many youngsters who would find it fascinating reading may pass it up. The black back- 
ground of the jacket, the heavy black type and line drawing reproductions, the rather 
long type line all contribute to this impression. But don't overlook it, for this does 
successfully what many other books have attempted and failed to do. It introduces the 
lower animals, the "animals without backbones" (jellyfish and worms, insects and squids, 
forerunners of animals living today). Though there is a chapter on fossil animals this 
is not a book about prehistoric animals (see P. 753 for that ) but rather a sort of first 
book of zoology. Good science at about fourth and sixth grade level. (IC: 54-7860) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Carroll, Lewis Macmillan 
USEFUL AND INSTRUCTIVE POETRY $2.25 


A special item that should hold a definite fascination for old Carrollians and 
perhaps some new- are these poems "we wrote ourselves about the year 1845..." or when © 
Carroll was 13 and starting the first of the "domestic magazines in this family." The 

poetry has its morals; the illustrations are active and ugly; vocabulary is impressive; 

rhymes are dexterous and the humor is schoolboy- of advanced standing. For the Alice 

addicts they show the promise of future writings and the path the boy's personality and 

career was to take. (Full report on p. 749. 11/30) 








